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Inferno The Vision of Hell Dante 1in
English Dante's Divine Comedy

Discover Dante's original Inferno in this
modern and acclaimed Penguin translation.
Describing Dante's descent into Hell with
Virgil as a guide, Inferno depicts a cruel
underworld in which desperate figures are
condemned to eternal damnation for
commlitting one or more of seven deadly
sins. As he descends through nine
concentric circles of increasingly
agonlising torture, Dante encounters many
doomed souls before he 1s finally ready to
meet the ultimate evil in the heart of
Hell: Satan himself. This new edition of
Inferno includes explanatory notes and an
1llustration of Dante's plan of hell.
Robin Kirkpatrick's masterful translation
1s also available in a bilingual Penguin
edition, with the original Italian on
facing pages, and 1n a complete edition of
The Divine Comedy with an introduction and
other editorial materials. Dante Alighieri
was born in 1265. He studied at the
university of Bologna, married at the age
of twenty and had four children. His first



major work was La Vita Nuova (1292), a
tribute to Beatrice Portinari, the great
love of his life who had died two years
earlier. In 1302, Dante's political
activism resulted in his being exiled from
Florence. After years of wandering, he
settled in Ravenna and in about 1307 began
writing The Divine Comedy. Dante died 1in
1321. Robin Kirkpatrick is a poet and
widely-published Dante scholar. He has
taught courses on Dante's Divine Comedy 1n
Hong Kong, Dublin and Cambridge, where 1s
Fellow of Robinson College and Professor
of Italian and English Literatures. 'The
perfect balance of tightness and
colloquialism...likely to be the best
modern version of Dante' - Bernard
O'Donoghue 'I truly thought I'd never make
1t back.' Ten of the most memorable and
most terrifying cantos from Dante's
Inferno. Introducing Little Black
Classics: 80 books for Penguin's 80th
birthday. Little Black Classics celebrate
the huge range and diversity of Penguiln
Classics, with books from around the world
and across many centuries. They take us
from a balloon ride over Victorian London



to a garden of blossom 1n Japan, from
Tierra del Fuego to l6th-century
California and the Russian steppe. Here
are stories lyrical and savage; poems epic
and intimate; essays satirical and
inspilirational; and i1deas that have shaped
the lives of millions. Dante Alighieri
(1265-1321) . Dante's works available 1in
Penguin Classics are Inferno, Purgatorio,
Paradiso, The Divine Comedy and Vita
Nuova. In his introduction, the translator
says: "I suppose that a very great
majority of English-speaking people, 1f
they were asked to name the greatest epic
poet of the Christian era in Western
Furope, would answer Dante." THE DIVINE
COMEDY continues to be widely read today,
whether for i1ts religious 1nspiration or
for the sheer power of its verse. The
first part of the epic, THE INFERNO, tells
how the narrator "loses his way," and
finds himself in a strange landscape he's
never seen before. There he encounters the
shade of the ancient Roman poet, Virgil,
who offers to lead him through the nine
circles of Hell. The damned of Dante's
imagination, 1t's quite clear, have



condemned themselves through their actions
Oor 1lnactions to become permanent prisoners
of the nether regions. Down, down, down,
go Dante and his guide, meeting friend and
foe alike, with horror piled upon horror.
Finally, they must climb Satan's body to
find the only possible exit from this
terrible place——where once more the poet
will "see again the stars." A first-rate
modern rendering of a literary classic! In
this superb translation with an
introduction and commentary by Allen
Mandelbaum, all of Dante's wvivid
images——-the earthly, sublime,
intellectual, demonic, ecstatic——are
rendered with marvelous clarity to read
like the words of a poet born in our own
age. Belonging i1n the immortal company of
the works of Homer, Virgil, Milton, and
Shakespeare, Dante Alighieri’s poetic
masterplece is a vislionary journey that
takes readers through the torment of Hell.
The first part of Dante’s Divine Comedy 1s
many things: a moving human drama, a
supreme expression of the Middle Ages, a
glorification of the ways of God, and a
magnificent protest against the ways 1in



which men have thwarted the divine plan.
One of the few literary works that has
enjoyed a fame both i1mmediate and
enduring, The Inferno remains powerful
after seven centuries. It confronts the
most universal values—good and evil, free
will and predestination—while remalning
intensely personal and ferociously
political, for it was born out of the
anguish of a man who saw human life
blighted by the injustice and corruption
of his times. Translated by John Ciardi
With an Introduction by Archibald T.
MacAllister and an Afterword by Edward M.
Cifelli This work has been selected by
scholars as being culturally important,
and 1s part of the knowledge base of
civilization as we know 1t. This work was
reproduced from the original artifact, and
remalins as true to the original work as
possible. Therefore, you will see the
original copyright references, library
stamps (as most of these works have been
housed 1n our most important libraries
around the world), and other notations 1in
the work. This work 1s in the public
domain 1in the United States of America,



and possibly other nations. Within the
United States, you may freely copy and
distribute this work, as no entity
(individual or corporate) has a copyright
on the body of the work.As a reproduction
of a historical artifact, this work may
contain missing or blurred pages, poor
pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars
believe, and we concur, that this work 1is
important enough to be preserved,
reproduced, and made generally availlable
to the public. We appreciate your support
of the preservation process, and thank you
for being an important part of keeping
this knowledge alive and relevant. The
final volume 1n a brilliant translation
destined to take its place among the great
English versions of The Divine Comedy In
his translation of Paradise, Mark Musa
exhibits the same sensitivity to language
and knowledge of translation that enabled
his versions of Inferno and Purgatory to
capture the vibrant power and full
dramatic force of Dante’s poetry. Dante
relates his mystical interpretation of the
heavens, and his moment of transcendent
glory, as he journeys, first with



Beatrice, then alone, toward the Trinity.
Professor Musa's extraordinary translation
and his interpretive commentary,
informative glossary, and bibliography
clarify the theological themes and make
Dante accessible to the English-speaking
public. For more than seventy years,
Penguin has been the leading publisher of
classic literature 1in the English-speaking
world. With more than 1,700 titles,
Penguin Classics represents a global
bookshelf of the best works throughout
history and across genres and disciplines.
Readers trust the series to provide
authoritative texts enhanced by
introductions and notes by distinguished
scholars and contemporary authors, as well
as up-to—-date translations by award-
winning translators. Describing Dante's
descent i1nto Hell midway through his 1life
with Virgil as a guide, Inferno depicts a
cruel underworld 1in which desperate
figures are condemned to eternal damnation
for committing one or more of seven deadly
sins. As he descends through nine
concentric circles of increasingly
agonising torture, Dante encounters doomed



souls including the pagan Aeneas, the liar
Odysseus, the suicide Cleopatra, and his
own political enemies, damned for their
deceit. Led by leering demons, the poet
must ultimately Jjourney with Virgil to the
deepest level of all. For 1t 1s only by
encountering Satan, 1n the heart of Hell,
that he can truly understand the tragedy
of sin. "From the Bible through Dante and
up to Treblinka and Guantanamo Bay, here
1s a rich source for nightmares." —-The
New York Times Book Review Three thousand
years of visions of Hell, from the ancient
Near East to modern America From the
Hebrew Bible's shadowy realm of Sheol to
twenty-first-century visions of Hell on
earth, The Penguin Book of Hell takes us
through three thousand years of eternal
damnation. Along the way, you'll take a
ferry ride with Aeneas to Hades, across
the river Acheron; meet the Devil as
imagined by a twelfth-century Irish
monk——a monster with a thousand giant
hands; wander the nine circles of Hell in
Dante's Inferno, 1n which gluttons, liars,
heretics, murderers, and hypocrites are
made to endure crime—appropriate torture;



and witness the debates that raged 1in
Victorian England when new scientific
advances cast doubt on the idea of an
eternal hereafter. Drawling upon religious
poetry, epics, theological treatises,
stories of miracles, and accounts of
saints' lives, this fascinating volume of
hellscapes 1lluminates how Hell has long
haunted us, 1in both life and death.
Dante’s dramatic journey through the
circles of hell in search of redemption -
and his encounter with devils, monsters
and the souls of some of the greatest
sinners who ever walked on earth - 1is one
of the cornerstones of Western literature,
the summit of medieval thinking and
arguably the highest poetic achievement of
all time. Inferno, the first part of
Dante’s Comedy, 1s presented here 1in a new
verse translation by acclaimed poet and
prize-winning translator J.G. Nichols,
together with the original text facing,
extensive notes, i1llustrations and a
critical apparatus focusing on the
author’s life and works. The Metamorphoses
of Ovid offers to the modern world such a
key to the literary and religious culture



of the ancients that i1t becomes an
important event when at last a good poet
comes up with a translation into English
verse." —John Crowe Ransom ... a charming
and expert English version, which 1s right
in tone for the Metamorphoses."—Francis
Fergusson This new Ovid, fresh and
faithful, is right for our time and should
help to restore a great reputation." —Mark
Van Doren The first and still the best
modern verse translation of the
Metamorphoses, Humphries’ version of
Ovid’s masterpiliece captures 1ts wit,
merriment, and sophistication. Everyone
will enjoy this first modern translation
by an American poet of Ovid’s great work,
the major treasury of classical mythology,
which has perennially stimulated the minds
of men. In this lively rendering there are
no stock props of the pastoral and no
literary landscaping, but real food on the
table and sometimes real blood on the
ground. Not only 1s Ovid’s Metamorphoses a
collection of all the myths of the time of
the Roman poet as he knew them, but the
book presents at the same time a series of
love poems—about the loves of men, women,



and the gods. There are also poems of
hate, to give the proper shading to the
narrative. And pervading all 1is the
writer’'s love for this earth, its people,
its phenomena. Using ten—-beat, unrhymed
lines 1n his translation, Rolfe Humphries
shows a definite kinship for Ovid’s swift
and colloquial language and Humphries'’
whole poetic manner i1s 1n tune with the
wit and sophistication of the Roman poet.
"Edited by Eric Griffiths and Matthew
Reynolds, this anthology explores the
varliety of encounters between Dante and
English—-speakers across more than six
centuries. Its detailed notes enable even
readers with little or no Italian to
appreciate translations that range from
the hilarious to the inspired. Eric
Griffiths's introduction explains how
intricately Dante's work 1s tied to his
own time, yet still speaks across the
ages. This edition also includes on
account of Dante's life and a list of
further reading."—-—BOOK JACKET. Many have
made the journey. None have ever returned
Wandering through a dark forest, Dante
finds himself at the gates to the



underworld. Despite his terror, he dares
to enter the Circles of Hell, where the
damned lie 1n torment. As he descends
deeper, he encounters wild-eyed sinners,
sees the three—-headed, howling hound
Cerberus, and meets a long-dead prophet
who foretells Dantes destiny. He passes
through realms of fire and ice, and at
last reaches the frozen heart of Hell
where the hideous Satan, greatest of all
the damned, lies in wait Inferno is the
first part of Italian poet Dante
Alighieri's epic poem Divine Comedy. The
allegory describes Dante's journey through
the depths of Hell. He is led by the Roman
poet Virgil down into the nine circles of
Hell, each of which holds and punishes
progressively worse sinners. From the
First Circle, where unbaptized souls live
in peaceful limbo, down to the Ninth
Circle, where Satan 1s trapped 1in ice,
Dante sees firsthand the consequence of
unrepentantly sinning against God. Dante
published his narrative poem between 1308
and 1321. This version 1s taken from an
1892 English edition, featuring British
author Rev. H. F. Cary's blank verse



translation and woodcut i1llustrations by
French artist Gustave Doré. An
introduction and notes accompany this
classic epic poem about a spiritual
pilgrim being led by Virgil through the
nine circles of hell. This work has been
selected by scholars as being culturally
important, and i1s part of the knowledge
base of civilization as we know it. This
work was reproduced from the original
artifact, and remains as true to the
origlinal work as possible. Therefore, you
will see the original copyright
references, library stamps (as most of
these works have been housed in our most
important libraries around the world), and
other notations in the work.This work 1is
in the public domain in the United States
of America, and possibly other nations.
Within the United States, you may freely
copy and distribute this work, as no
entity (individual or corporate) has a
copyright on the body of the work.As a
reproduction of a historical artifact,
this work may contain missing or blurred
pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc.
Scholars believe, and we concur, that this



work 1s i1mportant enough to be preserved,
reproduced, and made generally available
to the public. We appreciate your support
of the preservation process, and thank you
for being an important part of keeping
this knowledge alive and relevant. Taking
a literary journey through hell certainly
sounds intriguing enough—-—-and it is! If
you can understand it! If you don't
understand it, then you are not alone. If
you have struggled in the past reading the
anclient classic, then BookCaps can help
you out. This book 1s a modern translation
with a fresh spin. The original text 1is
also presented in the book, along with a
comparable version of the modern text. We
all need refreshers every now and then.
Whether you are a student trying to cram
for that big final, or someone Jjust trying
to understand a book more, BookCaps can
help. We are a small, but growlng company,
and are adding titles every month. Visit
BookCaps.com to find out more. The first
volume of Dante's Divine Comedy Guided by
the poet Virgil, Dante plunges to the very
depths of Hell and embarks on his arduous
Journey towards God. Together they descend



through the nine circles of the underworld
and encounter the tormented souls of the
damned - from heretics and pagans to
gluttons, criminals and seducers — who
tell of their sad fates and predict events
sti1ll to come 1n Dante’s life. In this
first part of his Divine Comedy, Dante
fused satire and humour with intellect and
soaring passion to create an immortal
Christian allegory of mankind’s search for
self-knowledge and spiritual
enlightenment. For more than seventy
yvears, Penguilin has been the leading
publisher of classic literature in the
English—-speaking world. With more than
1,700 titles, Penguin Classics represents
a global bookshelf of the best works
throughout history and across genres and
disciplines. Readers trust the series to
provide authoritative texts enhanced by
introductions and notes by distinguilished
scholars and contemporary authors, as well
as up-to-date translations by award-
winning translators. Depicting one man's
horrifying journey 1nto the depths of
Hell, Inferno, the first part of Dante's
Divine Comedy, 1s a soaring spilritual epic



that continues to echo through the
centuries with 1ts moving portrayal of
human sin and the tragedy of those
condemned to eternal damnation. Climbing
out of Hell, Dante in the Purgatorio
reaches an 1sland set i1n the southern
ocean. This 1s Mount Purgatory, where he
encounters the penitents who heroically
endure theilr sufferings and speak of their
time on Earth. Strange and fresh at every
turn, Dante s narrative evokes the
mountailn landscape 1in terms of intense
physical sensation, right up to the
summit. There, before rising to heaven, he
enters the Earthly Paradise, where he 1is
movingly reunited with his lost love,
Beatrice. This gloriously vivid portrayal
of the search for redemption transformed
the traditional conception of Purgatory
and affirmed the dignity of human will and
compassion. An unsettling new collection
of Henry James's best short stories
exploring ghosts and the uncanny 'There
had been a moment when I believed I
recognised, faint and far, the cry of a
child; there had been another when I found
myself Jjust consciously starting as at the



passage, before my door, of a light
footstep' 'I see ghosts everywhere', wrote
Henry James, who retained a fascination
with the supernatural and sensational
throughout his writing career. This new
collection brings together eight of
James's tales exploring the uncanny,
including his infamous ghost story, 'The
Turn of the Screw', a work saturated with
evil, 1n which a fraught governess becomes
convinced that malicious spirits are
menacing the children in her care. The
other masterly works here 1include 'The
Jolly Corner', 'Owen Wingrave' and further
tales of visitations, premonitions,
madness, grief and family secrets, where
the living are just as mysterious and
unknowable as the dead. With an
introduction and notes by Susie Boyt
General Editor Philip Horne Excerpt from
Dante's Divine Comedy; The Inferno: A
Literal Prose Translation, With the Text
of the Original Collated From the Best
Editions, and Explanatory Notes The object
of the following Prose Translation 1s to
glve the real meaning of Dante as
literally and brie?y as possible. No



single particle has been wittingly left
unrepresented in it, for which any
equivalent could be discovered; and the
few words that have been added are marked
in Italics. English readers, i1t 1is hoped,
will here find a closer, and therefore,
with all i1ts defects, a warmer version
than any that has hitherto been published
for them. About the Publisher Forgotten
Books publishes hundreds of thousands of
rare and classic books. Find more at
www.forgottenbooks.com This book 1s a
reproduction of an 1mportant historical
work. Forgotten Books uses state—-of-the-
art technology to digitally reconstruct
the work, preserving the original format
whilst repaliring imperfections present 1in
the aged copy. In rare cases, an
imperfection 1n the original, such as a
blemish or missing page, may be replicated
in our edition. We do, however, repair the
vast majority of imperfections
successfully; any imperfections that
remaln are 1ntentionally left to preserve
the state of such historical works.
DigiCat Publishing presents to you this
special edition of "Divine Comedy, Cary's



Translation, Hell" by Dante Alighieri.
DigiCat Publishing considers every written
word to be a legacy of humankind. Every
DigiCat book has been carefully reproduced
for republishing 1n a new modern format.
The books are available in print, as well
as ebooks. DigiCat hopes you will treat
this work with the acknowledgment and
passion 1t deserves as a classic of world
literature. *NOW A MAJOR FILM STARRING TOM
HANKS AND FELICITY JONES* The world is 1n
danger - who will save 1t? Robert Langdon
wakes up 1n a Florence hospital with no
clue how he got there. But another attack
on his life makes 1t very clear — someone
wants him dead. And fast. To survive,
Langdon must work out who 1t i1s. And then
he must answer the next question - why?
'"Jam—-packed with tricks . . . A book
length scavenger hunt Mr Brown creates so
energetically' New York Times This
enthralling new translation of Dante's
Inferno "immediately joins ranks with the
very best" (Richard Lansing). One of the
world's transcendent literary
masterpleces, the Inferno tells the
timeless story of Dante's journey through



the nine circles of hell, guided by the
poet Virgil, when in midlife he strays
from his path in a dark wood. In this
vivid verse translation 1into contemporary
English, Peter Thornton makes the classic
work fresh again for a new generation of
readers. Recognizing that the Inferno was,
for Dante and his peers, not simply an
allegory but the most realistic work of
fiction to date, he points out that hell
was a lot like Italy of Dante's time.
Thornton's translation captures the
individuals represented, landscapes, and
psychological immediacy of the dialogues
as well as Dante's poetic effects. The
product of decades of passionate
dedication and research, his translation
has been hailed by the leading Dante
scholars on both sides of the Atlantic as
exceptional in 1its accuracy, spontaneity,
and vividness. Those qualities and its
detailed notes explaining Dante's world
and references make 1t both accessible for
individual readers and perfect for class
adoption. An acclaimed translation of
Dante Alighieri's The Divine Comedy Volume
1: Inferno that retains all the style,



power and meaning of the original A
Penguin Classic This vigorous translation
of Inferno preserves Dante's simple,
natural style, and captures the swift
movement of the original Italian verse.
Mark Musa's blank verse rendition of the
poet's journey through the circles of hell
recreates for the modern reader the rich
meanings that Dante's poem had for his
contemporaries. Musa's introduction and
commentaries on each of the cantos
brilliantly i1lluminate the text. For more
than seventy years, Penguin has been the
leading publisher of classic literature 1in
the English-speaking world. With more than
1,700 titles, Penguin Classics represents
a global bookshelf of the best works
throughout history and across genres and
disciplines. Readers trust the series to
provide authoritative texts enhanced by
introductions and notes by distinguilished
scholars and contemporary authors, as well
as up-to-date translations by award-
winning translators. The famed Italian
poet Dante Alighieri’s two masterworks—The
Divine Comedy and La Vita Nuova—1in one
volume A Penguin Classic As a philosopher,



he wedded classical methods of inquiry to
a Christian faith. As an autobiographer,
he looked unsparingly at his own faillures
to depict universal struggles. As a
visionary, he dared draw maps of Hell,
with Purgatory and Paradise, and populate
all three realms with recognizable human
beings. As a passionate lover, he became a
poet of bereavement and renunication. As
all of these, Dante Alighieri paved the
way for modern literature, while creating
verse and prose that remaln unparalleled
for formal elegance, intellectual depth,
and emotional grandeur. The Portable Dante
captures the scope and fire of Dante’s
genius as thoroughly as any single volume
can. It contains complete verse
translations of The Divine Comedy and La
Vita Nuova, as well as a bibliography,
notes, and an introduction by the eminent
scholar and translator Mark Musa. For more
than seventy years, Penguin has been the
leading publisher of classic literature in
the English-speaking world. With more than
1,700 titles, Penguin Classics represents
a global bookshelf of the best works
throughout history and across genres and



disciplines. Readers trust the series to
provide authoritative texts enhanced by
introductions and notes by distinguilished
scholars and contemporary authors, as well
as up-to—-date translations by award-
winning translators. Using Dante’s Inferno
to draw out the reality behind the
fantasy, author Kim Paffenroth tells the
true events.. During his lost wanderings,
Dante came upon an infestation of the
living dead. The unspeakable acts he
witnessed —cannibalism, live burnings,
evisceration, crucifixion, and dozens
more—became the basis of all the horrors
described in Inferno. At last, the real
story can be told. In Purgatorio Dante,
having described his journey into Hell,
narrates his ascent of Mount Purgatory
with Virgil, as he encounters penitents
who toil through physical agonies,
starvation and flames to assuage their
earthly vices. Only by learning from them
can he achieve his final enlightened
transition to the lost Earthly Paradise at
the mountain's summit, where he meets his
dead love, Beatrice, and prepares to
ascend to Heaven. Depicting a realm of



intense sensation and physical experience,
Dante's poem transformed the traditional
Christian i1dea of Purgatory by showing how
the free will of the aspiring soul could
change wordly perversions 1into perfection.
It 1s a brilliantly nuanced and moving
allegory of human possibility, hope and
redemption. Robin Kirkpatrick's masterful
verse translation of The Divine Comedy,
published in a single volume, 1s the 1deal
edition for students as well as the
general reader coming to this great
masterpiece of Italian literature for the
first time The Divine Comedy describes
Dante's descent into Hell with Virgil as a
guide; his ascent of Mount Purgatory and
encounter with his dead love, Beatrice;
and finally, his arrival in Heaven.
Examining questions of faith, desire and
enlightenment, the poem 1s a brilliantly
nuanced and moving allegory of human
redemption. This volume includes a new
introduction, notes, maps and diagrams
'The perfect balance of tightness and
colloquialism... likely to be the best
modern version of Dante' - Bernard
O'Donoghue 'The most moving lines



literature has achieved' - Jorge Luis
Borges 'This version 1s the first to bring
together poetry and scholarship in the
very body of the translation - a deeply-
informed version of Dante that is also a
pleasure to read' - Professor David
Wallace, University of Pennsylvania
Individual editions of Robin Kirkpatrick's
translation - Inferno, Purgatorio and
Paradiso - are also available 1n Penguiln
Classics, and include Dante's Italian
printed alongside the English text.
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